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SUMMARY
Executive summary: For the benefit of seafarers, fishermen and other mariners who have
been kidnapped or held hostages for ransom, this document offers
the current United Nations guidance on “surviving as a hostage”
which may be of use in the context of the review and updating of
MSC/Circ.623/Rev.3
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Introduction
1
During the twenty-fourth extraordinary session of the Council, the Secretary-General
proposed a new Assembly resolution on Piracy and armed robbery against ships in waters off the
coast of Somalia and suggested, inter alia, that this should include provisions requesting the
Committee to undertake a comprehensive review of the existing guidance1 provided by the
Organization for preventing and suppressing piracy and armed robbery against ships, inter alia:

1

MSC/Circ.622/Rev.1, MSC/Circ.623/Rev.3 and resolution A.922(22).
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.1

taking into account the current trends and practices of the perpetrators;

.2

with a view to providing advice in cases where seafarers, fishermen and other
mariners are kidnapped or held hostage for ransom; and

.3

with a view to providing advice in cases where naval vessels and military aircraft
seek to provide assistance or protection.

2
As a result, the Assembly, at its twenty-fifth regular session, adopted resolution A.1002(25)
on Piracy and armed robbery against ships in waters off the coast of Somalia through which,
inter alia, it requested the Committee to review and update, as a matter of urgency,
MSC/Circ.622/Rev.1, MSC/Circ.623/Rev.3 and resolution A.922(22). On that basis MSC 84
approved the establishment of a correspondence group to undertake the aforesaid review and
instructed it, inter alia, to consider the need for guidance to seafarers, fishermen and other
mariners in case they are attacked, fired upon, kidnapped or held hostage by pirates and armed
robbers (MSC 84/24, paragraph 17.24.1.4).
3
MSC 85 noted (MSC 85/26, paragraph 18.23) that, in relation to the work of the
correspondence group with respect to developing advice in cases where seafarers, fishermen and
other mariners are kidnapped or held hostage for ransom, the Secretariat was prepared to make
available to the correspondence group the advice and material provided to the staff of the United
Nations system by the United Nations Department on Safety and Security on Surviving as a
hostage and Coping with stress, which is also available in the public domain.
4
In view of the humanitarian dimensions of the issues involved and with a view to
assisting the Committee to consider the matter further, the current United Nations guidance on
“surviving as a hostage” which is an extract from “Security in the Field – Information for staff
members of the United Nations system” issued by the Office of the United Nations Security
Coordinator, is attached in the annex.
Action requested of the Committee
5
The Committee is invited to take the information set out in the annex into account in the
review and updating of MSC/Circ.623/Rev.3.
***
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