JOHN DRAKE OST DOT 


· Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.  
· As you all continue to explore how to strengthen and expand key facets of our nation’s maritime transportation system and bring together a fragmented industry, I want to take this time to share with you how the work being done with this Symposium is helping to inform the Department’s discussions about how best to plan and invest in the future of our transportation system to move freight. 
· There’s no question that the United States has a world class freight transportation system that includes highways, railroads, waterways, pipelines, and airways.  

· In fact, freight travels across more than 4 million miles of public roads, 139,000 miles of Class I railroads, nearly 2 million miles of pipelines, and countless miles in the air and on the water every year.

· But in order to maintain our global competiveness for the long term, it’s essential that we invest in our transportation infrastructure today.  

· By 2050, America will be home to more than 100 million additional people – and our freight network will need to haul over 8 billion extra tons of goods per year than it currently does.  

· That means our freight system – which is already the strongest in the world – will need to become even stronger.
· And with the transportation bill signed last summer, MAP-21, the U.S. Department of Transportation has its clearest mandate yet to make more strategic and performance-driven investments in our freight system.

· One of our most important jobs is to improve the connections that tie our land, air, and water-based transportation systems together.  

· To help us do this, the Department has created the Freight Policy Council to help the Department look at freight movement from a multimodal perspective.  

· We also established a National Freight Advisory Committee to help guide our future freight policy-making.  

· Late last year, the FPC and the Advisory Committee met to begin developing one of MAP-21’s most important provisions: the development of a National Freight Strategic Plan.  

· Indeed, in our nation’s history, we’ve never had a comprehensive freight plan to drive economic development.  

· A plan that considers how our roads and railways and ports work together to move goods from manufacturers to markets.

· That’s the golden opportunity we’ve been handed. 

· And it’s an opportunity we don’t intend to waste.

· We intend this Plan to be the basis for how the Department can best support the needs of shippers, consumers, ports, communities, States, and transportation providers as we navigate the shifting demands of the goods movement industry and best position the U.S. to continue to be successful in the decades ahead.

· We fully intend this Plan to be developed in partnership with you all so we envision a substantial engagement with all of our stakeholders and the public, but we also recognize that this Plan must look at our transportation network systematically – and that all modes play an important role in our transportation network .

· Some of the issues this Plan will examine include – 

· How to promote economic competitiveness through infrastructure investment, policy, and smart regulations  
· How to advance safety, livability, and environmental sustainability
· How to reduce adverse impacts to communities
· Identifying key freight corridors and nationally significant projects
· Addressing major bottlenecks and last mile issues
· Developing our transportation workforce
· Improving our collaboration with sister Federal agencies on border, project delivery, technology, and other issues, including port and waterway planning with U.S. Army Corps
· Promoting research and data collection
· This is just one more reason why this Symposium is so important – because the work done here is directly informing this work.

· In addition to our work at DOT, groups at the White House and agencies across the Federal government are also devoting time and resources to improving our national freight system.  

· DOT is working closely with these groups so that our efforts complement and support President Obama’s National Export Initiative.  

· As part of the White House Task Force on Ports, we’re helping develop strategies to support the movement of freight through our ports.  

· We’re also working with:

· The Department of Commerce’s Advisory Committee on Supply Chain Competitiveness to support our national export, economic, and job creation goals;

· The Surface Transportation Board’s Railroad-Shipper and Rail Energy Advisory Committee to address freight rail concerns;

· The National Environmental Justice Advisory Group to look at the environmental and community impacts of freight movement; 
· The Advisory Committee on Commercial Operations of Customs and Border Protection to focus on the security of freight movement at our borders; and
· The Marine Transportation System National Advisory Council to address issues impacting the maritime industry, including infrastructure connections and guidelines for the development of a national freight policy from a marine transportation perspective.
· To complement our work at the federal level, we’re also working closely with state DOTs to help them create comprehensive, multimodal state freight plans.  

· We’re developing performance mechanisms to help states track how they’re doing on freight.  

· And we’ll help states build partnerships with freight industry leaders in the private sector.  

· This is an ambitious agenda, but we believe it is important. 

· With your help, we’re going to help freight move better in America.  

· Thank you again for being here today and allowing me to take up your time to speak to you, and I’m looking forward to learning more from the discussions taking place over this three day symposium.  

· And now, I’ll turn it back over to Administrator Jaenichen. 
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