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Figure 1

North American Cruises 
 
Highlights 
 
During the third quarter of 2006, 15.9 
million passenger nights were booked on 
North American cruises, up 4.7 percent from 
the same period a year earlier (Figure 1, 
Table 1).  Growth was more than twice that 
of the second quarter.   
 
Occupancy rates on North American cruises 
remained at 112 percent, the highest 
quarterly occupancy over the last 4 years 
(Table 1).  (Note: A double stateroom with 
two passengers is considered 100 percent 
occupied.  Since many double staterooms can 
accommodate three or four people, occupancy 
can be more than 100 percent.).   
 
The North American cruise market is highly 
concentrated, with Carnival and Royal 
Caribbean accounting for 84 percent of the 
passenger nights (Table 2).  By itself, 
Carnival accounted for 7 brands and 54 
percent of the passenger nights. 
 
The top five departure ports in terms of passengers accounted for 58 percent of 
the North American departures during the third quarter of 2006, down from 61 
percent 4 years earlier (Table 3).  The cruise lines have been expanding the 
number of home ports for their fleets, thus reducing the cost of cruising by 
eliminating air fares to major cruise ports.  Cape Liberty, Mobile and 
Jacksonville have emerged as significant cruise ports.  This trend should continue 
with the reemergence of New Orleans next quarter. 
 
The significant seasonal variation in cruise departures from Florida ports largely 
reflects the repositioning of cruise vessels to/from Alaska and European trades 
(Tables 3 and 4).   Departures from Miami and Fort Lauderdale declined by 187 
thousand passengers from the second to third quarter of 2006, while departures 
from Seattle, and Vancouver (CA) increased by a combined 215 thousand passengers 
over the same period. 
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Table 1 

Table 2 

 
 North American Cruise Statistics, 2003-2006* 
(Capacity and Traffic in Millions) 
 Vessels Capacity  Traffic Occupancy  (%) 
Year/Quarter No. Cruises Passengers Pass. Nights Passengers Pass. Nights Passengers Pass. Nights
2003 101 4,094 7.88 51.31 8.35 53.53 106 104
   1 86 1,036 1.95 12.82 2.03 13.15 104 103
   2 87 979 1.89 12.27 2.01 12.78 106 104
   3 79 1,021 2.00 12.49 2.18 13.44 109 108
   4 94 1,058 2.03 13.73 2.13 14.16 105 103
2004 112 4,465 8.72 58.00 9.42 61.63 108 106
   1 99 1,173 2.20 14.93 2.31 15.41 105 103
   2 95 1,068 2.11 13.74 2.32 14.83 110 108
   3 87 1,097 2.18 13.90 2.44 15.31 112 110
   4 107 1,127 2.23 15.43 2.36 16.07 106 104
2005 114 4,463 8.89 59.04 9.75 63.73 110 108
   1 102 1,209 2.35 15.84 2.54 16.92 108 107
   2 101 1,096 2.18 14.19 2.41 15.41 110 109
   3 84 1,063 2.16 13.72 2.42 15.22 112 111
   4 100 1,095 2.20 15.29 2.37 16.18 108 106
2006 (ytd) 107 3,272 4.42 29.41 4.86 31.71 110 108
   1 99 1,118 2.24 15.10 2.42 16.01 108 106
   2 98 1,065 2.18 14.31 2.44 15.70 112 110
   3 83 1,089 2.25 14.40 2.52 15.94 112 111
Source: Maritime Administration. 
*The Cruise statistics cover seventeen major cruise lines that offer North American cruises with a 
U.S. Port of call. 

 
 

North American Cruise Passenger Nights by Cruise Line, 2003 – 2006* 
(Passenger Nights in Millions) 
 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Corp./Cruise Line 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2  3
      
Carnival Corp. 6.44 6.46 7.08 6.94 7.67 7.85 7.99 8.13 8.68 8.12 7.85 8.05 8.12 8.37 8.67
 Carnival Cruise 3.64 3.95 4.35 4.03 4.21 4.46 4.44 4.17 4.49 4.68 4.42 4.15 4.09 4.78 4.74
 Costa Cruise 0.33 0.08 0.00 0.18 0.38 0.09 0.00 0.15 0.51 0.11 0.00 0.25 0.49 0.20 0.00
 Cunard Line 0.00 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.30 0.17 0.12 0.22 0.23 0.17 0.22 0.18 0.22 0.15 0.22
 Holland America 0.97 1.13 1.26 1.14 1.27 1.28 1.33 1.22 1.25 1.20 1.27 1.19 1.24 1.34 1.46
 Princess Cruises 1.46 1.21 1.40 1.48 1.45 1.86 2.09 2.34 2.17 1.95 1.94 2.26 2.05 1.89 2.24
 Seabourn Cruise 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.00
 Windstar Cruises 0.03 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
Royal Caribbean  4.55 4.31 4.34 5.10 5.43 4.93 5.01 5.42 5.63 4.85 4.69 5.46 5.26 4.88 4.69
 Celebrity Cruise 1.25 1.25 1.13 1.35 1.42 1.15 1.10 1.39 1.34 1.12 0.92 1.29 1.14 0.94 0.83
 Royal Caribbean. 3.30 3.06 3.21 3.75 4.01 3.78 3.91 4.04 4.29 3.73 3.77 4.18 4.12 3.94 3.86
Star Group 1.46 1.35 1.37 1.43 1.46 1.32 1.62 1.69 1.59 1.74 2.00 1.86 1.72 1.80 2.00
 Norwegian Cruise 1.46 1.35 1.37 1.43 1.46 1.32 1.62 1.69 1.59 1.74 2.00 1.86 1.72 1.80 2.00
Other 0.70 0.66 0.65 0.69 0.85 0.73 0.68 0.82 1.03 0.70 0.67 0.80 0.91 0.64 0.58
 Crystal Cruises 0.06 0.07 0.08 0.12 0.10 0.05 0.09 0.15 0.11 0.06 0.09 0.13 0.07 0.02 0.03
 Disney Cruise 0.46 0.48 0.45 0.45 0.46 0.48 0.46 0.44 0.48 0.48 0.48 0.44 0.46 0.48 0.47
 MSC Cruises 0.09 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.09 0.00 0.09 0.25 0.07 0.00 0.06 0.23 0.05 0.00
 Oceania Cruises 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.05 0.00 0.00
 Regent Seven 
Seas  0.06 0.09 0.10 0.06 0.09 0.09 0.10 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.08 0.10 0.06 0.07 0.05
 Seadream Yacht  0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00
 Silversea 
Cruises 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.03
All Cruise Lines 13.15 12.78 13.44 14.16 15.41 14.83 15.31 16.07 16.92 15.41 15.22 16.18 16.01 15.70 15.94
Source: Maritime Administration. 
*The Cruise statistics covers seventeen major cruise lines that offer North American cruises with a 
U.S. Port of call. 

 



 

Table 3 

 North American Cruise Passengers by Departure Port, 2003-2006* 
(Passengers in Thousands) 
 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Departure Port 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3
Miami  602 450 380 435 512 390 341 440 531 426 355 459 539 460 384
Port Canaveral 273 266 271 304 326 329 278 297 326 314 286 307 305 371 369
Vancouver, CA  0 162 303 0 0 158 278 0 0 157 276 2 0 137 263
Seattle  0 64 101 0 0 104 187 0 0 115 214 7 0 141 230
New York  0 116 243 72 29 151 273 95 28 95 169 77 58 123 226
Galveston  85 100 95 97 111 108 90 124 156 113 108 153 187 145 122
Long Beach  0 79 92 0 98 109 99 95 89 94 101 79 92 95 98
Fort Lauderdale  395 204 131 370 458 242 158 379 520 217 111 352 473 206 95
Honolulu  46 52 32 42 37 29 46 58 43 50 68 75 61 62 92
Los Angeles  156 78 81 202 101 93 56 185 174 141 107 193 171 126 87
San Juan  191 108 85 195 235 146 118 179 199 126 74 181 189 118 85
Tampa  136 89 80 114 132 89 77 101 120 96 75 117 155 106 79
Whittier  0 0 0 0 0 31 57 0 0 36 60 0 0 37 71
Cape Liberty  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 72 36 2 49 65
Seward 0 50 101 0 0 27 48 0 0 23 45 0 0 22 47
Mobile  0 0 0 0 2 0 0 27 31 34 23 0 2 33 33
Boston  0 17 34 18 0 21 39 13 0 18 45 17 0 16 33
Jacksonville  0 0 0 6 27 29 23 34 35 34 35 33 31 33 32
Baltimore  4 20 18 15 2 36 40 26 0 23 30 14 0 15 31
Philadelphia  0 2 8 14 0 16 14 0 0 6 34 10 0 25 23
San Francisco  5 14 23 11 6 27 28 24 6 34 27 22 18 36 21
Houston  0 0 0 13 21 22 27 21 21 21 8 49 28 7 0
Norfolk  0 6 0 9 8 15 5 19 11 22 0 12 10 3 0
New Orleans  79 42 75 100 115 87 77 117 143 108 58 0 0 0 0
San Diego  14 17 4 57 41 30 27 74 81 35 5 114 69 32 0
Gulfport  14 44 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Charleston  13 3 0 15 20 5 0 14 20 8 0 13 19 10 0
St. Thomas  5 1 0 2 6 0 0 2 3 0 0 1 3 1 0
Other Ports 10 27 25 33 14 25 50 33 8 23 38 46 10 27 40
All Ports 2,029 2,012 2,181 2,127 2,305 2,317 2,437 2,359 2,545 2,410 2,423 2,368 2,420 2,436 2,524
Source: Maritime Administration. 
*The Cruise statistics cover seventeen major cruise lines that offer North American cruises with a 
U.S. Port of call. 

  
 

 
 
 
 



 

Table 4 

  
Table 3.  North American Cruise Passengers by Destination, 2003–2006* 
(Passengers in Thousands) 
 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Destination^ 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3
Alaska  0 288 488 0 0 332 549 0 0 358 572 0 0 352 593
Atlantic Coast  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
Bahamas  314 324 330 325 295 408 405 323 327 374 356 334 336 429 401
Bermuda  0 74 115 23 0 67 101 26 0 78 113 35 0 81 118
CA/New England 0 20 113 40 0 37 130 47 0 20 125 34 0 22 104
Eastern Caribbean  326 237 192 283 363 282 233 336 445 283 200 387 432 324 268
Hawaii  59 67 40 56 48 47 60 76 64 60 79 104 91 76 106
Mexico (Pacific) 158 162 172 239 203 217 201 343 315 246 205 365 310 239 182
Nowhere 0 13 0 3 2 11 2 14 0 4 1 4 0 5 0
Pacific Coast  0 8 17 0 0 21 27 0 0 20 30 6 0 28 12
South America  5 3 0 4 8 0 0 2 3 2 0 1 9 8 0
S.Pacific/Far East 1 2 1 3 3 1 1 3 1 2 3 3 3 3 4
Southern Caribbean 280 124 85 261 345 154 97 300 326 144 76 242 278 115 85
Transatlantic 2 25 29 20 8 39 25 24 2 58 47 39 2 60 39
Trans-Panama Canal 22 22 21 30 32 28 16 32 38 34 15 25 17 25 14
Western Caribbean  861 643 580 840 999 673 592 831 1024 725 602 790 942 672 598
All Destinations 2029 2012 2181 2127 2305 2317 2437 2359 2545 2410 2423 2368 2420 2436 2,524
Source: Maritime Administration. 
*The Cruise statistics cover seventeen major cruise lines that offer North American cruises with a 
U.S. Port of call. 
^ Destination Notes: 
Eastern Caribbean:   As far South as St. Maarten,  as far west as Haiti.  
Southern Caribbean:  South of St. Maarten to northern coast of South America as far as Aruba. 
Western Caribbean: West of Haiti, includes ports in Mexico, Central  America and Columbia. 
Nowhere: Cruises that begin and end at the same port with no intervening calls. 

 
 


