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During the period of the contract, RRF ships in Phase O may be assigned for extended periods to DOD missions such as the Afloat Prepositioning Force (APF), Army Warfighting Reserve (AWR-3), etc.  The term “prepositioned”  includes any long term DOD missions that RRF ships may be assigned.  These missions may result in requirements for RRF ships supplemental to Section C-7 (Phase O).  The following vessels are currently scheduled for such operations:


AMERICAN OSPREY homeported at Guam


CAPE JACOB to Diego Garcia in FY 1999


CHESAPEAKE to Diego Garcia in FY 2000 as replacement for POTOMAC


GOPHER STATE homeported at Guam


PETERSBURG to Guam in FY 1999 as replacement for AMERICAN OSPREY


POTOMAC homeported at Diego Garcia.
1. OVERVIEW
Vessels are fully operational and loaded with military cargo, are under the operational control (OPCON) of MSC and report directly to a local naval  squadron commander for sailing orders and readiness.  Historically, they can be expected to be underway about 25% of the time, including steaming in convoy and exercises, transits to and from ports or operating areas (OPAREA) for cargo and vessel maintenance, crew R&R and other missions.

Either at anchor or pierside the vessels are required to be capable of getting underway within 24 hours unless otherwise directed.
2. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
a.
SECURITY CLEARANCES

Masters, Chief Mates, and GMDSS radio operators and/or the Radio Officer, must hold secret clearances. 

b.
CREWING

Crew members must sign articles for a minimum of four months.  Rotations must be scheduled so as to permit face-to-face turnover.  Key crewmembers may be extended beyond four months to accomodate staggered rotation

All crew members must be examined and be certified by a designated physician to be fit for duty in isolated areas and carry medical records, prescription medications, and spare eyeglasses or contact lenses.

COMSC Instruction 3121.9 contains details on medical and other documentation requirements.

Crewingning levels by ship type will be the base operating crew.  Additional crewing requirements for OPDS, MCDS and other special operations and/or Radio or Radio/Electronics Officers will also be reimbursable.

c.
TRANSPORTATION

(1)
. CREW AND SHIP MANAGER SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL

The Government will provide air transportation from the aerial port of embarkation (APOE) at Philadelphia, PA, to Diego Garcia, BIOT.  COMSC must be notified of space requirements at least fourteen days in advance.

In emergencies, the Government will provide transportation from the Diego Garcia anchorage or other remote area to a U.S. facility.  Ship Managers must make arrangements for getting personnel to and from other ports and costs will be reimbursed in accordance with the Joint Travel Regulations (JTR).

Ship Managers will be reimbursed for emergency repatriation unless it is found that the crewmember was improperly screened for the identifiable deficiency causing the repatriation.

Ship Managers will not use premium classes of transportation unless prior approval is obtained from the ACO for documented unusual and compelling circumstances.

(2).
 SUPPLIES AND OTHER EQUIPMENT

The Government will provide shipping service to Diego Garcia from transshipment depots at Oakland, CA and Bayonne, NJ.  Reimbursement will be made for costs from point of origin to the depot following approval of vouchers.

For shipment to other locations the Ship Manager will arrange for the most cost-efficient transportation and submit vouchers for reimbursement.

Military SERVMARTs may be utilized to obtain supplies and Ship Managers will be billed directly.

The Ship Manager may liaison directly with MSC s Logistics Division concerning government air transportation for parts required to correct mission degrading casualties.  COMSC Instruction 4470.1 contains detailed procedures.

d.
 INSPECTIONS

A Port Engineer is required to visit each vessel annually to conduct a condition and readiness inspection. A detailed report will be forwarded to the COTR, ACO, and MAR-611.

Transportation, including lodging and subsistence, will either be furnished or reimbursed as in c.(1) above.

e. 
SPECIAL OUTFITTING OR EQUIPMENT

The following are examples of items that may be required for which installation and/or maintenance will be fully reimbursable:

· accommodation ladder landing platforms

· boat fueling stations

· chemical, biological and radiological defense

· crypto and other special communications

· OPDS utility boats

· pollution control and waste disposal

                                small arms and ship physical security and training
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