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SUMMARY

This quarterly report is the 54th in a series concerning safety and environmental protection
matters related to ports and shipping.  Highlights include:

1. The 21st Consultative Meeting of Contracting Parties to the Convention on the
Prevention of Marine Pollution by the Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter (London
Convention (LC)) was held at International Maritime Organization (IMO)
Headquarters in London from October 4-8, 1999.  Significant actions taken at LC 21
include: (a) the secretariat reported that 18 countries have signed the LC Protocol and
6 are now contracting parties to both the LC and the LC Protocol; (b) the meeting
considered a series of documents dealing with compliance issues and agreed to keep
compliance issues as a standing agenda item for future consultative meetings; (c) the
meeting considered the report of the 22nd meeting of the Scientific Group, including
six sets of draft waste assessment guidelines; and (d) regarding matters related to the
management of radioactive wastes, the meeting addressed the report of the de minimis
working group and the  draft guidelines for the application of the de minimis concept
under the LC.  (Item 1-B)

2. The 80th session of the IMO Legal Committee (LEG 80) was held at IMO
Headquarters in London from October 11-15, 1999.  Among significant actions taken
at LEG 80 are: (a) with regard to the draft Bunkers Convention, the LEG resolved
major issues and strongly endorsed submission of the draft Convention to a
diplomatic conference in the 2000-2001 biennium; (b) the Committee continued its
consideration of a draft protocol to the Athens Convention that would mandate
compulsory financial security and give a right of direct action against the insurer in
respect of passenger claims; and (c) the LEG continued its consideration of the draft
Convention on Wreck Removal.  Also, the IMO/International Labor Organization
(ILO) joint ad hoc expert working group on liability and compensation regarding
claims for death, personal injury, and abandonment of seafarers met and produced a
report which will be discussed at LEG 81.  (Item 1-C)

3. The 21st session of the IMO Assembly (A 21) was held at IMO Headquarters in
London from November 15-25, 1999.  Among its major accomplishments, the
Assembly adopted a zero nominal growth budget and also various resolutions
promoting maritime safety and marine pollution prevention.  IMO Secretary-General
William O’Neil, in reviewing the work of the IMO, noted that the IMO’s membership
had grown to 157 member states and 2 associate members.  He further noted that the
IMO’s membership encompasses 98.6 percent of world shipping tonnage and that its
major treaty instruments have attained almost universal coverage, with 33 of the 40
IMO treaty instruments currently in force.  (Item 1-D)

4. On November 23, 1999, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA),
U.S. Department of Labor, issued a proposed rule (29 CFR part 1910) that would
establish an ergonomics program standard to address the significant risk of work-
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related musculoskeletal disorders confronting employees in various jobs in general
industry workplaces.  General industry employers covered by the standard would be
required to establish an ergonomics program containing some or all of the elements
typical of successful ergonomics programs.  (Item 3-G)

5. On December 8, 1999, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued final
regulations (Phase II)(40 CFR parts 9, 122, 123, and 124) that expand the existing
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) storm water program
(Phase I) to address storm water discharges from small municipal separate storm
sewer systems (those serving less than 100,000 persons) and construction sites that
disturb one to five acres.  EPA believes that this rule will result in monetized
financial, recreational, and health benefits, as well as benefits that EPA has been
unable to monetize.  (Item 3-L)

6. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has published a document titled
The Yellow Book: Guide to Environmental Enforcement and Compliance at Federal
Facilities.  This guide was developed to assist federal agencies in meeting mandated
requirements under various laws and executive orders.  Its primary purpose is to
provide field-level personnel with environmental responsibilities at federal facilities
with a comprehensive informational tool to both help them comply with
environmental requirements and to understand the enforcement and compliance
processes used by EPA and federal facilities.  (Item 4-A)

For further information, contact Mr. Daniel W. Leubecker, Maritime Safety and Environmental
Specialist, Office of Environmental Activities (MAR-820), Maritime Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 400 Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC 20590, (phone: (202)
366-1939, fax: (202) 366-6988, e-mail: daniel.leubecker@marad.dot.gov).


