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Williamson Turn

A Williamson Turn is a maneuver used to turn a vessel and put it on an exact
reverse course. This will be an occasional feature in the MARAD
Update, using the archives of the Office of Congressional and Public Affairs and
other sources, to revisit a point previously passed through: a point in time.

October 21, 1970: President Richard Nixon Signs
Merchant Marine Act of 1970

President Richard M. Nixon signs into law the Merchant Marine Act of 1970, embodying his program for the
revitalization of the American Merchant Marine. The signing took place on October 21, 1970.

Looking on at the White House ceremony are (left to right): Under Secretary of Commerce Rocco C. Siciliano;
Secretary of Commerce Maurice H. Stans; Maritime Administrator A.E. Gibson; Federal Maritime Commission
Chairman Helen D. Bentley; Secretary of Transportation John A. Volpe; Representative William S. Malliard (R-Ca.),
Ranking Minority Member of the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee; and Representative Edward A.
Garmatz (D-Md.), Chairman of the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee.
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The Merchant Marine Act of 1970 was intended to revitalize the American Merchant Marine. It
aimed at increasing the productivity and competitiveness of American shipping and shipbuilding
industries and extended government aid to the bulk-carrying segment of the fleet for the first time.
The Act called for the construction of merchant ships of advanced design with federal assistance
over a 10-year period, and was designed to streamline the administration of subsidy programs,
increase the ship mortgage insurance program, and accelerate the maritime research and devel-
opment efforts of the government.

By Doris Turner, Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
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