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Mission: To provide a consistent source of comprehensive water transportation 
market information and analysis to support MARAD program responsibilities. 
 
Responsibilities:  
• Provide high quality, timely and consistent marine transportation market 

information at the lowest cost. 
• Identify, develop and publish comprehensive marine transportation market 

indicators. 
• Economic and statistical analysis of domestic and international marine trans-

portation markets. 
• Assist U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in production of U.S. Foreign Water-

borne Transportation Statistics. 
• Distribute statistical and analytical products. 
 
New Initiatives and Products 
• Shipper-based attitudinal research to support Short Sea Shipping Initiative. 

by identifying modal choice factors. 
• North American Cruise Passenger Statistics. 
• Cooperative effort with US Army Corps of Engineers to improve quality of 

domestic passenger vessel characteristics data. 
• Leading estimates of domestic traffic flows. 
• Carrier-based attitudinal research to identify trends and develop leading mar-

ket indicators. 
• Domestic vessel movement data. 
• Domestic market segment reports. 
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Available Sources of Empirical Indicators 
 

Fleet Characteristics: 
• Lloyd’s Register Fairplay—80,000 vessels in world merchant fleet 
• Clarkson’s Research— Nine separate segment-specific registers 
• MDS Transmodal—Global containership database 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers—U.S. fleet 
• American Bureau of Shipping—ABS-classed vessels 
• ODS-Petrodata Polaris database—Offshore drilling rigs 
• ShipPax—Global cruise, ferry and Ro/Ro fleets 
 
Vessel Deployments 
• Lloyd’s Marine Intelligence Unit Sea Searcher—Global vessel movements 
• U.S. Customs Service—U.S. port entrances and clearances. 
 
Traffic 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers—U.S. domestic and international commerce 
• Journal of Commerce PIERS—manifest-based U.S. international commerce 
• U.S. Customs Service—Cruise passengers 
• Global Insight—Global trade data 
 
Charter Rates 
• Clarkson’s Research 
• Lloyd’s Register Fairplay SeaWeb 
 
Orderbook 
• Clarkson’s Research/LR Fairplay—World fleet 
• MDS Transmodal—Containerships 
• ODS-Petrodata—Drill rigs 
• ShipPax–Cruise Ships/Ferries/RoRo 
 
Companies 
• Lloyd’s Register Fairplay — Owners and Managers 
• Journal of Commerce— Importers and Exporters 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers— U.S. fleet owners 
 

Resources available to you right on your desktop 
 

• Daily News—Compilation of daily news drawn from on-line sources 
• LR Fairplay Ultimate CD—Complete on-line Lloyd’s Register details 
• LR Fairplay Encyclopedia-Vessels/Companies/World Ports/Distance Calculator 
 

Contact the Office of Statistical and Economic Analysis for Access Information 


