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Transportation Secretary Mineta Announces Baltimore Ship Scrapping Contracts, Says Work Will “Set Stage for a Revival” of Local Transportation Economy


BALTIMORE, MD – A shipyard in Baltimore Harbor will be paid $2.3 million to dismantle two aging ships from the U.S. Department of Transportation's James River Reserve Fleet in Virginia under a pair of contracts expected to create new jobs for local residents, according to an announcement today by Secretary of Transportation Norman Y. Mineta.


North American Ship Recycling, a subsidiary of Barletta Willis LLC, will get two retired ships, the Lauderdale and the Mormacmoon, sometime near the end of the year, Mineta said today following a tour of the company's facility at Sparrows Point Shipyard.  The company is expected to hire 50 people to do the work, nearly doubling its existing payroll, Mineta said.  


The contracts, Mineta said, “set the stage for a revival of a vital part of Maryland’s transportation economy.”


“It is exciting to see the opportunity these ships create for a new generation of workers hired to build a new future for the Sparrows Point Shipyard,” Mineta said.


Mineta added the contracts managed by his department's Maritime Administration could lead to more work for the company if the first two jobs go as planned.


“These contracts could be just the beginning,” Mineta said.  “If they go well, and if the company is competitive in future bids, more ships could follow next year,” he said.


The North American Ship Recycling contracts are the latest awarded over the last few months to U.S. companies eager to take on the job of scrapping the outdated U.S. fleet. Marine Metals of Brownsville, Texas was awarded contracts for two ships and ESCO Marine of Brownsville, Texas was awarded contracts for three ships earlier this summer. 

Mineta noted the facilities at the Baltimore shipyard provide for scrapping of the ships in dry docks, ensuring that the environment will be protected while the work is being completed.  The majority of the steel from the ships is expected to be recycled at a local business located in Sparrows Point, he said.


“We can expect that parts of the ships headed for Baltimore may find their way back into our transportation economy, perhaps as a girder for a bridge or a plate to cover a hole in the road.”


Since 2001, 25 obsolete ships have left their James River home, with another 60 ships awaiting the same fate.  
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